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been chosen for this work, and, apart from two officers of the
utmost confidence, not even the engineers themselves knew the
purpose to which these bridges were to be put.

The terms in which the Prime Minister had stated the urgent
need for extraordinary measures if the Levant front was to be
saved, left no room for serious objection, and subsequent dis-
cussion was confined to questions from Ministers interested in
certain aspects of an operation which was the first of its kind to
be attempted during the war. We were all fully conscious of the
danger that part of the army in Catalonia might be destroyed if
the enemy reacted quickly enough and forced our troops back in
disorder across a river where the bridges were few and none too
safe. The threat on Valencia might then become a threat on
Barcelona. It was perhaps a rash undertaking, but there was no
alternative to running the risk, in the knowledge that we could
rely on the fighting spirit and high morale of our troops. We
separated after making a solemn promise not to disclose a word
of what had passed at that meeting.

After the operation had begun* the Prime Minister called a
Cabinet meeting and apologized for not having previously
informed the members of the nature and imminence of the
undertaking. He then read out the first war communiqud, which
filled everybody present with the greatest jubilation. As on
previous occasions, it was Premier Negrin himself who stated
the position in what he considered were its just proportions, and
curbed the excessive enthusiasm of those Ministers who, through
ignorance of the obstacles still to be overcome, were inclined to
take the success of the offensive for granted.

The operations were carried out in perfect order. On the night
of July 24/25th, Republican troops on a ninety-mile front between
Mequinenza in the north and Amposta in the south, crossed the
Ebro at six different points, taking the enemy completely by
surprise. Only at Amposta, a point chosen by the General Staff
purposely to divert enemy attention from the rest of the front,
was there a slight resistance. The enthusiasm of our men was so
great that many of them swam across the river, while the main
body of troops, material and supplies crossed by the bridges and
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